“We Poured It On ‘Em” 


Champions 
of 50 Years 
Ago Are 
Remembered 
for Launching 
a Basketball 
Legacy in 
Pinckneyville 
that is 
Carried out 
Today 


‘THE 1948 STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS. 
(-r): Percy Clippard, Tom Millikin, Bob Johnson, Dave D: an 
Frank Gladson. Back Row (1-r): Manager Bill Nesbitt, Dick Luke, 
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Richard Craig, Bill Williams, Bill McCrary, Charles Gruner an\ 
Coach Duster Thomas. 
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50 YEARS FEB., 1998 


Pinckneyville 
Becomes a Town 
of Champions 


By Jeff Smyth, editor. 


Fifly years ago, 10 boys took 
the town of Pinckneyville on a 
fabled journey through the rig- 
ors of a high school basketball 
scason and on to Pinckneyville 
Community High School's first 
state title. 

It was a 34-game trek that 
year and the “Pincks," as they 
were called, lost only once. 

Lead by Merrill "Duster" Tho- 
mas, a crafty disciplinarian, the 
boys reached the pinnacle of their 
sport and established a tradi- 
tion of basketball excellence in 
Pinckneyville that lives on to 
day. 

‘Those were the days when kids 
hung out at the Airliner teen 
town playing ping pong and eat- 
ing candy bars, a movie theater 
was open (weekendsonly) on the 
town square and automobiles 
were not standard issue. 


pinckneyville 
community 
as 


‘Those were the days when men 
wore fedoras and women, long 
dresses. A pair of dress shoes 
cost $7 and a Coke was a nickel. 

At Luke and Keene's Restau- 
rant a tote board was erected 
displaying the results of Pan- 
ther games. 

A running score was kept for 
games in progress and townsfolk 
would drop in for updates if they 
weren't listening to ikon the ra 

0, 


‘Those were the days when 
basketball was on everyone's 
mind. 

The 10 boys, with nicknames 
like Pud, Deadwood, Bobby 
Gene, Slim, Pere and’ Drufus, 
were'a celebrated bunch who 
upheld the town's expectations 
to win, 

Most had been to the “big 
dance" the year prior only to place 


third. By their own admissions,’ 


they would not be denied victory 
in 1948, 


idee siamese 


ASPECIAL LOGO was created for the anniversary by First 


National Bank. 


This special edition of "The 
Democrat" is dedicated to reliv- 
ing the moments in time that 
happened 50 years ago. The 
moments that culminated in a 
supreme accomplishment. 

All the players are alive today 
and those who could provided 
their recollections of the run for 
the championship. Duster and 
Team Manager Bill Nesbitt are 
no longer with us in body, but 
they are surely in spirit. 


101.N. Walnut -- 
Pinckneyville, IL 62274 


357-2187 


In trying to paint a picture of 
events that took place so long ago 
we acknowledge that we likely 
omitted some people and perti- 
nent facts. If we did so, it was not 
our intent. 

Let's us now, though, celebrate 
these achievers and once again 
enjoy all they accomplished. 

And as Bill Cunningham and 
others liked to say after the tro- 
phy was in the bag, let us holler 
again: "We Poured It On 'Em.” 
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A season when dreams were realized 


PUD GLADSON cuts down the net the Panthers won the title. State high school officials 
demanded they be returned. In the end, someone secretly gave them back to Gladson. 


Congratulations 
On The Continuation Of 
A Great Tradition 
From 
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Most of the them had been 
there before and left with the 
promise they'd be b. 

That was March 1947 when 
the Pinckneyville Panthers were [. 
ousted by Pekin from the state 
high school basketball tourna 
ment in the semi-finals. 

‘They'd win the consolation 
game, but third place just wasn't 
good enough. For seven long 
months they'd have a chance to 
think about another run at the 
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title. 
During that time the basket- 
Turn to DREAMS, page 4 
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balls never stopped bouncing. 
The team practiced all spring 
summer and partof fall to ready 
themselves for the next 1s0n 
That's just how life was for a 
boy in Pinckneyville in the 1940s 
you'd play ball all year round 
‘They'd lose three players to 
graduation, but the team would 


retool 

Spark plugball-handler F) 
Pud® Gladson, Bob "Drufus 
Johnson and David "Slim" Davis 
would return as starters from 
the ‘47 team. 

Tom Millikin would “come out 
f nowhere,” as Davis put it, to 
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from page 3 
make the squad and start. At 
6'2", Percy Clippard muscled his 
way into the line-up. 


They'd be joi by Dick Luke, 
Bill Williams, Charles Gruner, 
Bill McCrary and Richard Craig 
Ten boys from a school of 451 
who would once again take the 
hopes and dreams of a town on 
the road to a championship. 

There seemed little doubt, at 
st among the players, cheer 
ders and fans, that’ Pinck 
destined for a re- 

turn trip to Champaign, IL 

“Everyone thought we'd win 
the stale championship except 
maybe the rest of the world,” 
said Joyce Margenthaler, a 
Pantherette cheerleader in 1948. 
"We never had a doubt. 

True, cheerleaders are natu- 
raloptimists, butthat confidence 
also prevailed among the play- 
ers, too 

"We just knew we'd be back,” 
said Gladson. "I wouldn't eall it 
cockiness. We had the nucleus of 
a good ballclub, 

"L think the town expected us 
(to return) and we did, too,” said 
Davis. 

There were no pre-season pep 
talks about the importance of 
again making the tournament 
from Coach Duster Thomas. 

“He never talked about it," said 


Gladson. 

The focus was on practicing Tho- 

mas'control-style offense and suf- 
focating defense. Everyone had 
faith that if the system was per- 
fected a tournament berth was a 
given. 
‘Everyone had a specialty and 
was expected to know it,” said 
Clippard. "Mine was rebounding 
and defense. 

But Clippard’s contributions 
would be puton hold, He broke his 
leg in a football game against 
Chester that September. He'd 
practice free-throws while wear- 
inga cast and won't take the court 
until mid-season 

“When Percy broke his leg 
Duster pulled all of us off the 
football teayn,” said Johnson. 

Football was too risky a diver- 
sion. Basketball, was the central 
sport. 

The wins came in bundles when 
the season started. By the time 
the Mount Vernon holiday tour- 
nament opened Pinckneyville had 
not lost. Then, they ran into an 
aggressive Edwardsville squad. 

“When we got beat by 
Edwardsville it opened our eyes,” 
said Millikin. “Tt was a turning 
point for us—a wake up call.” 

Edwardsville was elated they 
knew it was a major upset. 

“After they beat us the coach 
came to our dressing room and 


said that his team had just de 
feated this year's state champi 
aid Gladson. “He was one of 
ist to visit us in the locker 
room after we Won it and said ‘see 
Itold you so. 

The loss to Edwardsville was 
soon forgotten and the team buck- 
led down to the business at hand 

To a man, the team members 
credit their coach with giving them 
what they needed to be champi- 
ons. 

“Duster emphasized team bas- 
ketball. Itwas never an individual 
effort," said Millikin, “He blended 
us together. 

“He had a way of instilling con- 
fidence but also to fear and re- 
spect our opponents,” he added. 

“Duster was a perfectionist,” 
added Bill McCrary. "Everything 
had to run a certain way.” 

“Duster had the ability tomake 
you think you were playing the 
Chicago Bulls,” said Millikin. "He 
knew what made the other team 
tick and he could actually take the 
other team out of their offense by 
not letting them get started.” 

‘That was the way to control the 
tempo of the game. Th> pace was 
slow and deliberate. The Panthers 
never hurried to win. With proper 

execution came positive results. 

Commenting about his team 
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BOB JOHNSON goes for a loose 


(40) look on. 
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ball against Cathedral. Percy Clippard (49) and Pud Gladson 
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Duster told a reporter, “Every 
coach in southern Illinois said he 
had the way to crack our deliber- 
ate offense. No one ever did. 

“Frankly, [don't know how you'd 
make us play anybody else's ball 
game. They've ot to play ours...or 
else, All season long we've made 
our opponents play our game,” 
Thomas added, 

‘That game was something that 
was drilled into the players at 
grueling practices. When not fac- 
ing an opponent, the team played 
each other at least four hours a 
day, 

There was the two morning prac- 
tice-- each player's school sched- 
ule was arranged so that study 
hall and physical education would 
be back-to-back from 10 a.m. to 
noon. They'd lace up their gym 
shoes again in the afternoon. 

The practices were tough, The 
first team would scrimmage the 
second team with therulesskewed 
decidedly against the starters. 

“We'd have half court scrim- 
mages, The first team would have 
to hold the second team scoreless 
five times before we'd get the ball. 
The second team only had to hold 
us once," said Johnson. 


Davis remembers how Thomas 
emphasized his players know the 
rules. 

"One of our greatest assets was 
knowing the rule book," he said. 

Anotherasset was Thomas’ skill 
of scouting opponents. 

"Duster was a good scout of an- 
other team,” said Gladson. "We'd 
figure out their strong and weak 
points and adjust our game. If we 
played a team with a hotshot we'd 
close him down.” 

The team took January and 
February by storm and made it to. 
thechampionshipin thesectionals 
against Centralia, 

‘That was arch-rival Centralia 
coached by the charismatic A.J. 
Trout. 


“Mr. Trout was in control just 
like Duster," said Davis. "i re- 
member one game their the 
crowd was too rowdy. Mr. Trout 
took one step on the floor and 
looked around. There was dead 
silence." 

‘Most of the players agreed that 
the Centralia game that year 
was Pinckneyville’s toughest. 
They won 40-39 in a game that 
went to the wire. 

"Tt was so crowded. I was at 


the baseline and tripped on a 
fan's leg. I had goose bumps go- 
ing into that game,” said 
Gladson. “Once we beat 
Centralia it was smooth sailing 
from there.” 

The Panthers were on their 
way back to Champaign as they 
promised they would be. 

The town braced itself for an- 
other intense two days of bas- 
ketball. 


‘Those who couldn't follow the 
teamnorth gatheredat Lukeand 
Keene's Restaurant-- dubbed 
basketball headquaters by As- 
sistant Coach Wib Ragland 


‘Those who were in Champaign 
likely didn't have a ticket to the 
game ora hotel room. Many slept 
in their cars, 

"There were Pinckneyville fans 
everywhere,” said Davis, “Our 
rooms were crowded with 
friends. I remember Duster tell- 
ing us to enjoy it but don't give 
up your bed.” 

The media gave the Panthers 
little chance of winning. 

“Lremember a reporter asking 
us ‘what's Pinckneyville doing 
up here? You'll never win against 
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those faster teams,” said 
Clippard. 
“They called us ‘underdogs’ and 


id we didn't play anyone,” said 


Next up was Springfield Cathe 
dral in the first round. With an 
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Craig 
Littleold Pinckneyville, a town 
of 3,148 would face the giants of 
Iinois basketball, Itwasa David 
versus Goliath story unfolding. 

The Panthers first faced 
Moline, a team Davis remem- 
bers as being large and physical. 

“Their front line was 67” and 
66°," he said 

The Panthers won 45-35 with 
Gladson scoring 14, Johnson 13, 
Davis 8, Millikin 7 and Clippard 
3, 
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enrollment of 350,Cathedral was returned the favor of 1947 and on the telephone,” said Gladson. East Rockford wasn a a the 
the smallest school in the tour- Pekin was eliminated 36-31. The phone operator patched it challengeand Pinckneyv 


Page 6 


ney. Panthers were in the champion- through for her.” handled them. 

The Panthers won handily 58. ship. "The opponent was East Rock- “Anyone who vented oe it 
36 with Millikin leading the way Backhome, the town wasabuzz. ford. It had lost only three games _up did,” said Davis, who had nine 
with 17 points, Luke and Keene's was packed. all season. ints. "We couldnt miss. 

Now came the grudge match. Everyone was on edge. Interestingly, the players don't" The game was a rout. Pinck- 
Pekin, which sent the Panthers “Mymotherlistenedtothegame —havevividmemoriesofthatgame. 4. tg pREAMS, page 7 


acking in 1947 was ready to doit 


in 
ckin seemed comfortable play. 
ing against the Panthers control 
style. The scoring was low on both 
sid d the Panthers took to the 
locker room at half- time up 15-12, 
The next began to swish in the 
third quarter but the Panthers 
held the lead at 27-23. When the 
buzzer sounded, Pinckneyville had 
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neyville jumped to a 9-0 lead and 
never looked back. 

"Bob Johnson was one fire,” 
Craig remembers. Johnson had 
21 points. 

One reporter wrote that the 
Panthers had “abandoned its ro- 
bot-styleof play and thegame was 
decided in the first five minutes.” 


The team played an error-free 
game. Itfouledonly 11 times, They 
converted 19 of 29 from the free- 
throw line. 

It put up 75 shots and won 65- 
39.- the most points ever scored in 
a title game and the widest mar- 
ginof victory since 1924. Theteam 


“ended the season 33-1. 


‘The underdogs became the dar- 
lings of the state. A Chicago Daily 


News reportercalled the team the 
best he'd ever seen. 


How quickly success changes 
one's viewpoint. 
The celebration began and a 
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vs. East Moline 
(FG, FT, PF,) 
Johnson. c 
Millikin, 4,0,3. 
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McCrary, 0,0,0. 
Davis, 3,3,0. 
Williams, 0,0,0. 
Clippard, 1,3,3. 
Craig, 0,0,0. 
Gladson, 8, 


legacy was started. 
— 


i 
Gruner, 0,0,0. 
Luke, 0,1,1. 


Dr. Joe 


Grasso 
15.N. Locust 


Williams, 0,0, 
Clippard, 1 Pinckneyville, IL 
Gladson, 1.3.1. 357-6117 


vs. Cathedral 
Johnson, 5,4,4 
Millikin, 5,7,2. 
McCrary, 0,0,0. 
Gruner, 0,0, 
Davis, 4.4.2. 
Craig, 1,0,1. 
Clippard, 2,0, 
Gladson, 3, 
Luke, 0,0,1. 
Williams, 0. 


Bigham 


vs. Moline Attorneys atLaw  %& 
Davis, 2,4,4. 1N. Main 
Johnson, 3,7,5. 

GL 754.0. Pinckneyville, IL g 
Millikin, 0,7,1. 


Clippard, 0,3,3, 
Luke, 0,0,0 
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Cagle, Be Jo Ritter, Joyce Margenthaler and Alice Templeton. 2nd Row: Bill Nesbitt and Duster 
Thomas. Back: Dick Luke, Bill Williams, Bill McCrary, Perey Clifford, Richard Craig, Charles 
Gruner, Bob Johnson, Dave Davis, Frank Gladson and Tom Milliki 
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puavers, A trophy named “Dave” 
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Town Goes Wild After Win 


The Panthers’ victory set off a 
feverish celebration in Pinck- 
neyville. 

Mayor John Stumpe revved 
up the fire engine and sounded 
the siren. People jammed the 
square and partied until the wee 
hours. 

"You Poured It on Em" was 
the mantra of the evening. 

The team was still in 
Champaign and wouldn't make 
it home until Sunduy afternoon. 


B.L. CAMERON takes the boys around the town square the 


Back atHuffGym, teammates 
hoisted Pud Gladson on their 
shoulders and he cut down the 
nets. 

Clippard remembers someone 
filled a bathtub back the hotel 
with orange juice and boys 
feasted on White Castle ham- 
burgers and O.J. 

David Davis recalls feeling 
“empty” when the buzzer 
sounded. 

“Tt was all over. All the antici- 


First National Bank has a tradition of supporting Panther teams. Panther Vi 5 
a pin commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the state championship and we will donate money to the Panther Booster Club, With a low, fixed 12.9 


‘APR and no annual fee you can help yourself to savings while helping Panther athletic programs. 


pation and hard work that went 
into achieving the goal was now 
gone,” he said. 

But there were plenty of dis 
tractions awaiting him. 

The ride back to Pinckneyville 
was a carnival parade. A convoy 
of the team and fans snaked down 
thetwo-lane highway. Morecars 
were added the further south 
they went. 

They made a pit stop in 
Mattoon and were interviewed 


wrong way. 


Welcome Back Champs! 


First National Bank in Pinckneyville is proud to host the celebration honoring the 1948 Illinois State High School 
Basketball Champions. 


live on the radio. 

Well wishers lined the streets 
ofthe town they passed through. 

When they reached the court 
house squ*re pandemonium 
awaited them. 

Stumpe had the fire engine 
outandsiren blew. Whistles were 
also being sounded at the rail 
road tracks. 

It's estimated that more than 
3,000 people jammed the square. 

The Pinckneyville Marching 
Band assembled and played to 
the joy of the fans, It was joined 
by Murphysboro’s band which 
came up to enjoy the moment. 

Each player was asked to give a 
speech. None could remember to 
this day what they said but Dick 
Luke was quoted as saying “this is 
the largest crowd I've ever seen in 
Pinckneyville." The crowd went 
nuts. 

Duster Thomas and his gang 
rode around the square “the wrong 
way" in a convertible driven by 
B.L. Cameron. Pinckneyville was 
living large. 

Monday brought another parade 
and more parties. The town was 
decorated in blue crepe paper. 
"Show 'Em We Appreciate It” and 
*We Poured It On Em" signs were 
plastered to windows, walls and 
vehicles. 

“It was like a ticker-tape pa 
rade,” said Richard Craig. 

"It was like half of southern 
Illinois was their," remembers 
Charles Gruner. 

Ahatwas passed to raise money 
to buy Duster a new car. The col- 
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The achievements of these 10 men sparked a tradition of basketball excellence that lives on in Pinckneyville today. 
To Percy Clippard, Richard Craig, David Davis, Frank Gladson, Charles Gruner, Bob Johnson, Dick Luke, Bill 
McCrary, Tom Millikin, Bill Williams and, of course, the late Duster Thomas, we si 
once again, congratulations. 
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Pincks make 
All-Star team 


Frank "Pud" Gladson, the Pan- 
ther ball-handler who scored 48 
points in the state tournament 
(2Lin the titlegame), was named 
a First Team All-Star. 

The Second Team All-Stars 
included David Davis, who 
scored 41 pointsin the four games 
(9 in the title game) and Bob 
Johnson, 54 points total (21 in 
title) 

In all, the Panthers sank an 
astonishing 72 or 101 free-throws 
and committed only 50 personal 
fouls in four games. 
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lection went on for weeks and the 
fire engine whistle blew every 
time another $100 was raised. A 
fund raising “thermometer” was 
erected on the Hammack's Clean- 
ers building. 

The Rotary hosted the new 
champions and made them hon- 
orary members. 

Duster was presented with a 
new Remington automatic shot- 


n. 
Duster and the boys were a hot 


commodity on the speaker's cir- 
cuit. The coach would talk and the 
players would eat. 
They were invited to Hillsboro 
not knowing a trap had been set. 
After Duster's speech, the boys 
were invited to see the school's 


new gym. 
When they got on the floor the 
Hillsboro team came out in prac- 
tice gear. The Panthers were urged 
to take them on. 
"We played them in our socks 


and beat them,” said Davis. 
‘As the weeks past, the speaker's, 
circuit was wearing on players. 
“T got tired of eating chicken pot 
pies,” said Bill McCrary. 
“Duster was getting paid for 
those talks and all we got was a 
big meal and losing a lot of sleep,” 
said Gladson. "We finally said 'ei- 
ther give us some of that money or 
we're not going anymore.’ Henever 
asked us again.” 
The party had finally was over. 
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1948 STATE CHAMPS 
ON THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
FROM ALL OF US AT PCHS 


Fifty years ago, the 1948 State Championship Panthers did not 
realize that they were setting the standard for Pinckneyville 
basketball. While some may have forgotten the dé¢dication, 
perseverance, and hard-worls involved inthis accomplishment; 
the pride and recognition this achievement has brought to 
Pinckneyville still shines bright today. Congratulations for 


ic 


People Helping People 
oI w) 


can come to small town people—still 
later. 


showing us that 
gL,Champions fifty 


‘ROUND AND ‘ROUND the boys go. 


Town Buys Duster a car, sort of 


Whatabout that car? After the 
Panthers won the title the town 
passed the hat to raise money to 
buy Duster a new car. 

It's estimated that about 
$3,000 wascollected. When word 
of this got to officials at the Illi- 
nois High School Association, 
however, they balked. The rules 
stipulate that coaches and teach- 


ers can't accept such gifts. 

But the townspeople didn't 
want the money back. They 
wanted a car for Thomas 

Ever the expert on rules, Tho- 
mas came up with a legal solu- 
tion. 

Why not donate the car to the 
school? That would be okay. 

The problem was, the school 


didn’t have a place to park it so, 
Thomas graciously allowed his 
garage to be use. in return, the 
school gave him the privilege of 
driving and, incredibly, he got to 
pick it out. 

Whenjg was all said and done, 
Thomas, um, theschool, received 
a new 1948 Packard 
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Nets were 
“Hot” after 
game ended 


Attorney at Law ~ 
One W. Laurel St. < 
Pinckneyville, IL 


Fax: 357-3950 
SS a L ee 


Team Manager Bill Nesbitt 
was thinking ahead. He packed 
a pair of scissors and a knife just 
by the chance that the Panthers 


would win the title. cs 
7) 
As is ntual, the winner got : 
take down thenets.In this case, /%\ The White 
Frank Gladson, who scored 21 in Rabbit 


the championship game, 
hoisted on the shoulders of his 
teammates to do the honors. 

But the nets were the property 
of the Illinois High School Assoc. 
and they wanted them back. 

No nets, no trophy, Duster 
Thomas was livid at his team 
and they were given back. But 
not for long. 

When the team returned to 
Champaign for the state cham- 
pionship banquet a box was 


On the Square 
Pinckneyville, IL 


357-2543 


handed to Gladson by an un- BSS 
known person. Skip Crain /S 
It in were the nets. Plumbing aX 


Heating Co. 
202 E. Water 
Pinckneyville, IL 


ALL YOUR 
SPORTS NEWS 


IN 


BANQUET FACILITIES » GIFT CERTIFICATES * ATTRACTIVELY DECORATED 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED « OPEN 7 DAYS 10:30-10:00 « SPECIAL SENIOR DISCOUNTS 


RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED 


(@)S-S5L5_5USL575.5.5.S751S-S.5.55_5_5L5.5.5_5.SL5_5_5_5_S.5 5.5.5 LS SL5.5.5.5.5) 


[Ce eM eM fe (eM eM (eM eM feo (ee [oN ee fel (oN (2 eM (ele oM (2 [oN (eoM (elle [eM o (2N feo (oN (2M eee 2M (2M oN (ee MeN 2B eN [e MeN (oN 2M [eM ON (oN [oN [eM [a oN [oN (oN [oN oN eN (oN [eM (eN (aN fel[O} 


Specializing In Steaks & Seafood 


357-3809 


502 S. MAIN 
PINCKNEYVILLE 
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He returned to SIU after two 
yearsand earned both abachelor's 
and master's degree 

He taught at Trico High School 
for 33 years and coached its bas- 
ketball team. 

‘Today, he lives in Willisville and 
enjoys golfing and the outdoors, 

Dick Luke 

Dick earned abasketball scholar 
ship and attended SIU. A year 
later, he took job with the Hlinois 


‘Tura to PLAYERS, page & 


inner’s 
Circle 


Anniiwis'&\Used Furr 
Jet Rte 154 & 13 
Pinckneyville, IL 


Panthers 
On A Fine 
Tradition 
>. Of Winning 


- Krupp-Schwebel 
Funeral Home, Ltd. 


East Water Street 
Pinckneyville, IL 62274 
357-6311 
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Cheerleaders win the hearts 
of fans across the state 


“Uncle Remus, Uncle Remus, 
our Panthers are tough and 
stout. 


“They know what itis all about. 

“They fight to win and win 
their fame and that's how the 
Panthers got their name.” 

Thischeer was acrowd pleaser 
from Pinckneyville to 


Champaign in 1948. 

It was one of many of an arse- 
nal of yells that Panther Cheer- 
leaders hadcreated toshow spirit 
for the team, 


"Pass the Peace Pipe” and 
"Chiquita Banana," the latter 
including the naming of every 
player on the team, were also big 
hits. 

If the Panthers were the 
Cinderella team of the tourna- 
ment thanthecheerleaders were 
the glass slipper. 

They were voted the best by 
the sportswriters and received a 
fair amount of billing in the post- 
tourney coverage. 

"Everyone knew our songs,” 


‘Cagle, Be Jo 


said Joyce Margenthaler. "We'd 
pass out papers with the words 
written on them. 

"We weren't acrobatic like they 
are today,” she added 

Back then, the student body 
selected the cheerleaders and, it 
seems, they did a good job. 

‘They didn't have a sponsor so 
Mildred Thomas took them un- 

er wing. 
eee ‘yellersof 1948 were, 
Peggy Craig, Pat Hulsey, Martha 
Ritter, 

Margenthaler and Alice . 
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ting & Cooling 


Service Most Makes & Models 


Emergency Service Available 
» | Commercial ~ Refrigeration 


357-3180, 


Or Call 1-888-873-8843 


“The Boys” move on to other things 


All of the players of the 1948 
Championship team went on the 
have successful careers. All are 
retired and scattered around the 
country. His a condensed update 
of their lives after graduating 
from PCHS: 

Frank Gladson 

Gladson went on the play two 
years as astarter at SIUC before 
taking a job a Caterpillar Trac- 
tor in Peoria. 

While in central Mlinois be 
played for a National AA cham- 
pionship team. He refereed ball 
for a while. 

He retired from Caterpillar in 
1986. He lives in Mountain 
Home, Ark. where he enjoys trout 
fishing, boating and golfing. 

Tom Millikin 


Tom went on to play at STU 
and was named MVP his sopho- 
more year. He was drafted and 
served two years in the service 


before returning to eam a de- 
gree. 

He coached sephomore basket 
ball at West Frankfort for two 
years and then moved to Oak 
Lawn to coach at Proviso East. 

Millikin’s team won the state 
crown in 1969 making him the 
first in Illinois to both coach and 
play on a championship team. 

We went to become principal 
of the school before retiring. 

He lives in Harrison, Ark. and 
enjoys golfing. He sits on the 
course's board of directors. 

Bill Williams ? 

Bill moved to Peoria and spent 
two years at Caterpillar. He was 
drafted and spent four years in 
the air force. 

He earned an associate's de- 
gree in electronics and took ajob 
with McDonnell Aircraft where 
he stayed 32 1/2 years. 

Bill lives in St, Charles, Mo. 


RICHARD CRAIG (front) and Bob Johnson answer questions 


at WCIL, 


and spends his winters in Texas 
with his wife Marilyn. 


Charles Gruner 
Charles attended SIU studying 


for a degree in English with the 
hopes of returning to Pinck- 
neyville and taking over as coach 
when Duster Thomas retired. 

He spent two years in the air 
force as a radio operator. He 
earned both a bachelor's (at SIU) 
and master’s degree (at U. Ne- 
braska) and became an educator. 

He taught speech at Webster 
Groves High School in Missouri, 
then moved to St. Lawrence Uni- 
versity, Ohio State University and 
the University of Nebraska. 

In 1969 he made his final move 
to the University of Georgia, He 
retired last year but still teaches 
some courses at Georgia, He and 
his wife Marsha (Wiehn of Du 
Quoin) live in Athens, Ga. 

Bob Johnson 

Airplane buff since childhood, 
Bob attended the University of 
Tllinois for two years before enlist- 
ing in the air force. 

He was a pilot in both the Ko- 
rean and Vietnam wars-- flying 
both jets and propeller aircraft. 

Bob retired after 20 years. He 
andhis wife Este live in Poquoson, 


a. 

Richard Craig 

Richard attended SIU with 
plans ofearninga degree inchemi- 
cal engineering. 

He changed his major to busi- 
ness and attended Bradley Uni- 
versity and then SIUE. 

He took ajob with the Missouri- 
Pacific Railroad in 1950 and 
worked there until retirement in 
1987, 

He and his wife Marge live in 
Lady Lake, Fla 

Bill McCrary 

Bill moved to Peoria to work at 
Caterpillar. He then went on to 
work for United Electric Coal in 
Collinsville. 

He and his wife Dana live in 
Belleville. His son is the head bas- 
ketball coach at Belleville East 
High School. 

Perey Clippard 

Percy went on the play at 
Murray State then transferred to 
SEMO where he continued to play 
basketball. 

He coached ball in Dexter, Mo. 
for six years employing some the 
things he learned from Duster 
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Thomas. 

He went on to work for State 
Farm Insurance until retirement 
in 1991, 


He lives i Dexter but winters 
in Florida 
David Davis 


David went on to play ball at 
SIUC before being drafted in the 
army. 

While in Japan, an officer rec- 
ognized him from he days at Pinck- 
neyville and recruited him to play 
ball. It kept him indoors during 
the winter months. 
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Patti Scarber & 


609 S. Mill Streeet 
P.O. Box 349 
Pinckneyville, IL 62274 


ONSOLIDATED 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. 


Offers one of the area’s largest selection 
of Insurance Companies. oo 
But, We Work for You...THE CLIENT 
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HEALTH * LIFE & ANNUITIES 
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Merrill “Duster” Thomas: A man who 


Frank Queen remembers the 
time he was squirrel hunting 
with Duster Thomas. They found 
one but the squirrel had scur- 
ried into a hole in a tree before 
anyone could get a shot off. 

Thomas was not about to be 
outwitted by a varmit, Queen 
said. So he went to his car, took 
out an ax and chopped down the 
tree. Thomas bagged the game 

To those who knew him, Tho: 
mas was a fierce competitor in 
everything he did. 


“your 


618-542-2111 


15 East Main Street + P.O. Box 468 
Du Quoin, IL 62832 


With Branches at Southtowne and Tamaroa 


And Offering 
Simply Fhe Best 


In Classic Checking. 


And 


Gold Key Checking 


Member FDIC 


BANK FOR A LIFETIME 


FAX: (618) 542-5224 


Building Lots Available 
NEW SUBDIVISIONS NOW IN DEVELOPMENT 


Wildwood 


WILDWOOD SUBDIVISION is designed for 
home builders who wish to build mid-priced, mid-sized 
homes in a family oriented community with lot sizes that 
vary from one-third to over one-half acre. 


| HUNTVWOOD ESTATES 
CSOESKEES — 


HUNTWOOD ESTATES SUBDIVISION is 
designed for home builders who wish to live in a distinctive 
more exclusive area with larger wooded lols, varying from 
one acre to over three acres, privacy, up scale homes with 
‘a minimum of 1800 square feet. 


Perry Pointe Development 


BARMAC Construction Co., Inc. 
—— 
404 South Walnut Street 
P.O. Box 50 « Pinckneyville, IL 62274 


SUBDIVISION 


(618) 357-5123 


Asacoach, he looked for men- 
tal and physical weaknesses in 
his opponents and prepared his 
team to exploit them. 

He was strict with his players, 
but also cared deeply for them. 

By listening to the 10 men of 
whom Thomas helped make 
champions, one understands 
that Thomas gave them more 
than just a title and trophy. 

“He established a lot of self 
esteem in me and I think that's 
why I've had success in life," said 
Percy Clippard, who went on to 
coach high school then work as 
an insurance agent. 

"Thad the deepest respect for 
him,” said Bob Johnson, a re- 
tired air force pilot. “He was very 
influential in my life. He was a 
disciplinarian but very fair.” 

Joyce Margenthaler_remem- 
hers these qualities of Thomas, 
too. She was a cheerleader in 
1948, 

The cheerleaders were in- 
cluded in everything the team 
did 


“He would take us someplace 
and let us see something new 
even if he had to pay for it out of 
his own pocket,” she said, "He 
exposed us to new things.” 

She remembers Duster taking 
the team to the Mount Vernon 


Tournamentearly in 1947 so that 
they could see the new animated 
Disney movie "Fantasi 

“Duster sat at one end and 
Mildred the other and the 16 of 

us sat between them,” she said 

She also recalls Duster taking 

them to Nashville, Tenn. They 
were there for a basketball game 
but Duster and Mildred also took 
them to alive broadcast of a big 
band performance. 

“He was in full control. If he 
said not to date we wouldn't date,” 
she added. “But if we followed his 
rules he'd repay us by showing us 
somethingexciting that we'dnever 
seen before!” 

Margenthaler said that the 
team was as close as any 16 kids 
could be and she thanked Thomas 
for that. : 

"I don't believe 16 kids could be 
any closer,” she said. “If one per- 
son had a candy bar it was shared 
16 ways.” 

David Davis remembers that, 
too, He, Frank Gladson, Bob 
Johnson and Dick Luke were 
friends since the fourth grade. 
“We were as close as a team 
could be," he sai 

When Tomi Millikin joined the 


team for the 1947-1948 season he - 


was immediately accepted. 
“Iwas accepted right away that's 


expected much and gave back more 


because of Duster,” said Millikin, 
"He coached team basketball and 
that's the way we played." 

On the court Thonias ruled like 
adrill sergeant. Hisintensity wore 
off on the players. 

“Iremembersitfingon the bench 
and Duster would be swinging his 
elbows around. He'd punch us 
right in the ribs,” said Bill Will- 
iams. “Well, one time I turned 
around and hit back and he didn't 
even know it.” 

. “He hated to lose. That what it 
takes tobe a winner,” said Charles 
Gruner. "He was very bright. Ifhe 
thought someone yasn't giving 


+ 100 percent he knew how to em- 


barrass you.” 

i "Duster was demanding. You 
did it the way he wanted it done,” 
said. "But if you made his club you 
‘were going to play.” 

"Everyone had arole andevery- 
Jone knew where to be on the court 
at all times," said Bill Williams. 

Margenthaler remembers that 
Thomas looked after the kids off 
the court too. He opened a teen 
club, the Airliner, on the square 
and would spend evenings there 
supervising as local kids played 
ping pong and sipped Cokes. 

"He looked afters and cared 
about us,” she said. 


DUSTER'’S CLENCHED FIST accentuates his feelings about winning state, 
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Wittenaner Chiropractic 


103 E. Jackson St. ¢ Pinckneyville, IL ¢ 357-5012 


The Office Of 


Dr James A. Wittenaner 


painless activator method of chiropractic 


Office Hours 


Wed, 9-1; 2-7:30 
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& Title Inc. 
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Hardee’s 
201 S. Main 


Pinckneyville, IL 
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ABOVE: Tom Millikin (44) 
breaks loose with ball against 
East Rockford. Pud Gladson (40) 
and Dave Davis. follow him 
down court 


Oxbow Bed 

& Breakfast 
Route 13/127 

Pinckneyville, IL 

357-9839 


@ LEFT: More radio interviews 
at WCIL. 


a Poe 


: 
eS Congratulations Panthers g ,INC & 
e =, On Your 50th Anniversary Ly 314 W. Water St. ~ Pinckneyville a 
| te a = 357-8160 5 
B ; From The a Specializing In = 
4 City Of Pinckneyville z a Pizza, Pasta & Sandwiches es 
% J Call For Daily Specials 

& Mayor Kirwan Heisner I] a : fe Sale : as 
I Harlan M. Yeager Lewis Feltmeyer B a Open Mon-Sat. 4 pane10 p.m. a 
| Accts. & Finances Streets & Public Improvements a a Closed Sunday 5 
B@ = Sam Fulk Sammy Peradotta BS Visit Our Other Locations In 

Public Health & Safety Public Property es a I Nashville * Centralia ¢ Herrin * Mascoutah 
BERUPREDOSEREDRREEORRREES See ee 


Page 16 BASKETBALL ~ 50 YEARS FEB., 1998 


PHONE ALEXANDER FORD- MERCURY 


NASHVILLE, IL — 1-800-364-0437 


THUNDER 
/ BIRD 
FORD 
TAURUS 


Mrking.. 
T DEALS 


Sw MERCURY 
EXPLORER COUGAR 


(618) 327-8264 ~ 17933 HOLZHAUER AUTOMALL DR. ~ NASHVILLE, IL 


